
 

City of Long Beach 
Working Together to Serve 

Memorandum

 
Date: June 3, 2005 

To: Gerald R. Miller, City Manager 

From: Katherine Parsons, Public Information Officer 

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Subject: City Report For Week Ending June 3, 2005 

 
The following City Report highlights various activities for the week ending June 3, 
2005. I hope you will find this information useful.  Please feel free to contact my 
staff should you have any questions.  
 
MAJOR WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 
Redevelopment Agency 
Clarion Associates completed the Independent Study of Redevelopment on May 
31, providing recommendations on topics such as redevelopment agency 
governance, project area merger and the project area committees.  Many 
recommendations for improving the operation of the Redevelopment Agency are 
included.  This lengthy report may be viewed on line at www.longbeachrda.com 
and paper copies can be obtained by calling 570-6792.  
 
The Independent Study team will present its findings at a joint meeting of the City 
Council and Redevelopment Agency on June 7, 3:00 p.m., City Council 
Chambers.  Additionally, the City Council will continue a public hearing on 
Redevelopment Agency Governance on June 14, 7:00 p.m., City Council 
Chambers. 
 
Community Development, Economic Development Bureau 
On June 2, Mayor Beverly O’Neill welcomed 66 new businesses at the Bi-Annual 
Mayor's New Business Reception, held at The Grand.  The reception is designed 
to welcome start-up businesses, new owners and existing businesses that have 
moved to Long Beach.  Various City Departments and The Long Beach-Area 
Chamber of Commerce were also on hand to provide information on their 
programs and services available to the small business community. 
 
Community Development, Neighborhood Services Bureau 
The State of California Office of Traffic Safety has awarded a $334,000 grant to 
provide child car seat and seat belt safety services for Long Beach residents. 
The grant will fund multi-lingual training for parents of infants on the proper 
installation and use of child safety seats. Parents who complete a two-hour 
course will receive a free child safety seat funded through the grant. Staff will 
also be conducting a multi-lingual outreach and education campaign on the 
importance of using seat belts. The Neighborhood Services Bureau received a 
State award for a similar program in 2002.   

http://www.longbeachrda.com/
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MAJOR WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS (continued) 
Library Services 
The Long Beach Public Library has received a gift of roughly 5,000 music CDs, 
as part of an anti-trust settlement between record companies and the California 
Attorney General's Office.  The CDs are a good mix of all genres:  rock, world, 
classical, jazz, Latin, etc. and are a valuable addition to the Library's collection.  
As soon as they can be processed, the CDs will be distributed throughout the 
library system so all residents may enjoy the music. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
Health and Human Services 
The Role of Men Academy is holding A Celebration of Fatherhood graduation 
ceremony on June 4 at 6:30 p.m. at the Miller Family Health Education Center.  
Sixty-three men will graduate. The program was established to reduce high infant 
mortality rates among African-Americans in Long Beach and also focuses on 
early childhood education. More than 700 men have participated in the program 
since 1995. 
 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Community Recreation Programs Bureau 
The Adaptive Recreation Program will participate in the Special Olympics 
Southern California Chapter Summer Games, June 10 to 12 at California State 
University Long Beach (CSULB).  A total of 93 participants will compete in 
aquatics, bocce, track and field, basketball, and gymnastics.  The event begins 
on Friday, with a public opening ceremony at the CSULB Pyramid. The public is 
invited to cheer on the athletes. 
 
Fire 
The next Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training program will 
begin on July 11.  Individuals interested in participating in the program can 
contact the CERT Coordinator through the Fire Department’s community service 
hotline at 570-LBFD. 
 
AWARDS 
Harbor Department 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has awarded the Port of Long Beach 
its prestigious 2005 Environmental Achievement Award in recognition of the 
Port’s ongoing efforts to help achieve cleaner air and water. Citing the Port’s 
exceptional work and commitment to protecting the environment, EPA officials 
presented the award to the Long Beach Board of Harbor Commissioners at the 
Board’s weekly meeting on May 31.  
 
The EPA detailed the Port’s continuing and comprehensive efforts to reduce the 
impacts of port activity on public health and the environment. These include: the 
Healthy Harbor Initiative, the Green Port Policy, Air Quality Improvement Plan 
and the Port’s joint effort with BP to  “cold iron” oil tankers so they can plug into 
clean shore-side electricity. 
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AWARDS (continued) 
Community Development, Neighborhood Services Bureau 
Two Long Beach neighborhoods were honored with Neighborhood of the Year 
awards at the annual conference of Neighborhoods USA in Sacramento on May 
27.  The East Hill/Salt Lake Street Neighborhood Watch Block Clubs and the 
Craftsman Village Historic District won first and second place in their respective 
categories for projects completed during 2004. The Neighborhood Resource 
Center hosted a workshop to teach neighborhood groups how to apply for the 
award on January 24, paid the entry fees for both nominations, and assisted both 
groups in completing the submissions. 
 
The Neighborhood Resource Center will host a reception to honor both groups 
on June 8, 6:00 p.m., 425 Atlantic Avenue.  The potluck mixer will provide an 
opportunity for the community to see the neighborhoods' award winning 
presentations.  For more information, please contact JoAnn Rojas at 570.1010 or 
via e-mail to JoAnn_Rojas@longbeach.gov.  
 
Police 
The Mental Evaluation Team (MET) was presented with a special award at the 
6th Annual Recognition and Volunteer Awards Program of the L.A. County 
Health Commission.   The award recognized the team's unique collaboration of 
first responders whose success has increased awareness and served as a model 
program nationwide.   MET has become a model for many law enforcement 
agencies and public health entities throughout the nation, receiving 11 other 
awards since it was founded in 1996.   
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
Police Department 
Citywide, police officers responded to 841 priority one, 2,043 priority two, and 
11,910 priority three calls for service, for a total of 14,794.  Police officers made 
607 arrests, issued 1,849 citations, and conducted 151 field interviews. 
 
East, South and West Divisions have recently experienced a rise in street 
robberies.  In an effort to augment the patrol officer's response, proactive 
enforcement techniques were employed to combat the existing problem.  A 
reverse sting operation, using an undercover officer, was conducted.  During the 
two-day operation, seven arrests were made. 
 
The Traffic Section conducted a two-day citywide Driving Under the Influence 
saturation patrol during the Memorial Day weekend.   Officers made five arrests, 
issued 91 citations, and impounded 10 vehicles.  The operation was funded by a 
grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety. 
 
The Vice Detail conducted a John program in the area of Pacific Coast Highway 
and Daisy Avenue.  The operation resulted in nine arrests for prostitution related 
offenses, one arrest for petty theft, eight vehicles towed, and one citation issued. 
 

mailto:JoAnn_Rojas@longbeach.gov
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PUBLIC SAFETY (continued) 
Community Development, Neighborhood Services Bureau 
For two weeks, staff worked with students from Jordan and Poly High Schools to 
conduct a Seatbelt Challenge that ended on May 27.  The friendly student-run 
competition included three categories: highest seatbelt usage, most improved 
seatbelt usage rate and best overall awareness campaign. Seatbelt usage rates 
were measured through two unannounced surveys, one at the beginning and one 
at the end of the campaign.  The results were successful with a 3.5 percent 
seatbelt usage increase at Poly and a 6.2 percent increase at Jordan.  This 
activity was supported by a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety. 
 
Fire  
The Fire Department responded to a total of 1,489 emergency calls for service: 
142 calls for fires, of which 47 involved structures; and 712 emergency medical 
calls, of which 497 required paramedics.   
 
Community Development, Neighborhood Services Bureau 
On Friday May 27, staff from the four Community Police Centers (CPCs) 
presented a workshop, Bringing Safety and Unity to Neighborhoods Through 
Community Police Centers, to 50 individuals representing Community 
Development Block Grant Programs nationwide at the annual Neighborhoods 
USA Conference in Sacramento.  The presentation included comments from 
LBPD representatives, residents and volunteers and was well received by the 
workshop attendees. 
 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Community Recreation Programs Bureau 
On May 28, more than 150 youth and family members attended soccer banquets 
at Martin Luther King, Jr. and Cherry Parks.  The banquets were in honor of all 
participants that showed excellent sportsmanship and hard work throughout the 
season. 
  
Community Development, Neighborhood Services Bureau 
Grant School NEA, the newest North Long Beach Redevelopment Neighborhood 
Enhancement Area (NEA), opened June 1.  Grant School NEA boundaries are 
Artesia Avenue to Harding Street between Walnut Avenue and the Union Pacific 
Railroad Tracks.  Grant School area property owners are eligible, until December 
1, 2005, to apply for the Home Improvement Rebate Program, which reimburses 
up to $2,000 for exterior front property improvements; the Home Security Lock 
Program, which reimburses up to $300 voucher for deadbolt lock installation; and 
Home Security Lighting Program, which reimburses up to $500 for exterior 
lighting installation. 
 
Since March 2000, the Neighborhood Services Bureau has coordinated the 
reimbursement of $1.9 million of Redevelopment Agency funds to 963 North 
Long Beach residential property owners.  For more information, contact Kathleen 
McCleary at 570.6065 or Kathleen_McCleary@longbeach.gov. 

mailto:Kathleen_McCleary@longbeach.gov
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NEIGHBORHOODS (continued)
Library Services 
The Library launched a new library card campaign in May targeting preschool 
children and their parents/caregivers, in conjunction with the activities and 
programs in the Get Caught Reading campaign. Two new kid-friendly bilingual 
library cards and parent information brochures encourage parents to activate 
library cards for their youngest children. Children whose caregivers read aloud to 
them for twenty minutes a day will hear one million words each year, and master 
one thousand new words annually. 
 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Maintenance Operations Bureau 
Staff prepared Blair Field stadium for the college baseball regional games by 
repairing the scoreboard lighting, removing and painting the fencing and poles, 
the light poles, the foul lines, as well as any touch up paint as needed. 
 
The Heartwell Golf Course driving range re-opened on May 28, after a three-
week major facility renovation project.  The small tornado that hit the course on 
December 28 snapped off many of the 50-foot tall wooden poles that held up the 
protective netting. The remaining wooden poles were removed and replaced with 
new steel poles. The range landing area was also enhanced with new-elevated 
target greens, and new tee benches were added.   
 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Planning and Development Bureau 
In El Dorado Park West, fixtures, partitions, and walls were demolished this week 
for the new ADA-compliant restrooms in the Department’s administration building 
and the freestanding restrooms next to the Teen Center.  In DeForest Park, the 
plumbing is complete for the new hi/lo wheelchair accessible drinking fountain.  
In Bixby Knolls Park, restroom entryways were demolished and reframed for 
ADA wide entryways.  At Martin Luther King, Jr. Park, ADA improvements are 
complete, with a final walkthrough scheduled for next week. 
 
Parks, Recreation and Marine, Planning and Development Bureau 
Concrete seating and steps were poured this week for the amphitheater in Cesar 
E. Chavez Park.  Grading is in progress and forms are being set for the pilasters 
at the entryways to the amphitheater. 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
Health and Human Services  
More than 150 youth attended a Teen Rally on May 25.  The event to raise 
community awareness on teen pregnancy prevention was held at Admiral Kidd 
Park. Youth Health Education Division, Centro CHA and The Children’s Clinic 
sponsored the event, which has been held for eight years. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS (continued) 
Fire 
On May 28, 21 community members completed the 20-hour FEMA Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) training program. Participants 
demonstrated their skills for friends and families using the training they received 
in fire suppression, disaster first aid, search and rescue techniques, and disaster 
preparedness. 
 
OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE 
Long Beach Energy 
During the week of May 22 through May 28, the Gas Services Bureau completed 
a total of 3,359 service calls.  This total included 975 Gas and Water Utility Turn 
Ons, and 860 Turn Offs.  During this period, 1,203 Customer Service Orders 
were completed for services that included lighting pilots, adjusting and inspecting 
appliances, completing fumigation orders, and verifying read orders.  A total of 
321-meter maintenance and billing related orders were completed. In addition, 
Gas Control/Dispatch (24/7 operation) received 487 emergency phone calls that 
resulted in 71 emergency orders being sent out. 
 
GRM: KP: arc 
 
cc: Christine Shippey, Assistant City Manager  

Reginald Harrison, Deputy City Manager 
 Suzanne Mason, Deputy City Manager 
 City Manager Department Heads 

Tom Modica, Manager, Government Affairs 
Jyl Marden, City Council Liaison 
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